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Introduction
I have been observing Long-tailed Shrikes Lanius
schach frequenting an open area in suburban Ipoh,
Perak state, Peninsular Malaysia (4.58ºN 101.13ºE
at 71 m asl) since 2007, including the nesting of
pairs of birds on several occasions. The habitat
comprises a large undeveloped plot of land, covered
with long grass, overgrown weeds and scattered
bushes. The vegetation was cleared occasionally
but the birds, including Lesser Coucal Centropus
bengalensis, White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis
phoenicurus and other small birds as well as the
shrikes, would return when the grass grew back.

Aspects of the shrikes’ behaviour were noted
and recorded in detail in 2010. Amongst my
observations prior to that, the most interesting were
in June and July 2008. In mid-June 2008 I noticed
that a pair of shrikes I had seen in the area from
time to time since August 2007 had started nest
building in a small—less than 5 m high—mango
tree and I was able to view the part completed cup-
shaped nest. Later, on 1 July the birds had occupied
the nest and I saw a female Long-tailed Shrike land
alongside a male on a tiny branch and flap her
wings in display. She repeated this several times
and signaled to the male to mate with her by
bowing down her head in submission. They then
mated on the ground. It appeared to me that the
female initiated this aspect of their behaviour. Later
they abandoned this nest and built another in the
open grassland. I suspected that eggs were laid but
never saw evidence that any young had been raised.
In July 2009 I made similar observations to the
previous year and a nest was again built in the tall
grass—sadly in early August the grass was cleared
by a local resident and many nests were destroyed
including that of the shrikes.

Observations on breeding
Between June and October 2010 I observed the
breeding of a pair of Long-tailed Shrikes from nest-
building through to post-fledging in this still
undeveloped piece of land in suburban Ipoh. The
pair nested on a tree near the roadside, possibly
because the long grass had been cleared again
(Plate 1). The nest was less than 5 m above ground,
cup-shaped, loosely built and bulky. It was made

of bamboo leaves, dried long grass, twigs, bits of
plastic string, plastic bag and other man-made
materials. I watched the birds from my car as they
were sensitive to my presence during the
construction work and I did not want to draw the
attention of other people to the location of the nest.
Consequently I could not see exactly how they
constructed the nest.

By 2 July I thought the female was incubating
eggs and I subsequently observed that the pair took
turns to sit on the eggs, one bird flying in quietly
after the other had left the nest. On 16 July I
suspected that hatching had started and
confirmation came on 19 July when one parent
was seen feeding a small caterpillar to the
hatchlings. I estimated that incubation lasted about
14 days, which compares well with the 13 to16
days reported by Harris & Franklin (2000).

I was able to record the hunting, feeding and
other activities of the pair at least four or five times
per week, spending four to five hours there on each
occasion. While the chicks were in the nest, the
female occasionally used her wings to fan or cover
them, whilst both parents removed faeces or
swallowed them while still at the nest. They also
chased away other birds which flew close by,
including the normally fearless Black-naped Oriole
Oriolus chinensis. At around 10 days old I could
see that the nestlings had light greyish markings
on the bare skin of the face with no markings on
the frontal border; the bill was all beige (Plate 2).
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Plate 1. Nesting habitat of Long-tailed Shrikes Lanius schach at
Ipoh, Perak state, Malaysia, with nest tree circled.
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A few days before fledging the chicks were
devouring food very quickly—for example on 5
August a Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura
punctulata and two adult Yellow-bellied Prinia
Prinia flaviventris were delivered by the parents
and consumed between about 9h30 and 11h15.

On 8 August all three chicks fledged from the
nest but remained in the tree. They took an estimated

23 days to fledge, as compared to the 15 to17 days
reported in Harris & Franklin (2000). The parents
brought prey items, including two small birds, which
they tore into small pieces to feed to the chicks,
and one item of food not previously seen here–a
spider. Two of the chicks later flew into a bamboo
clump while the third remained in the nest tree. All
three chicks subsequently returned to the nest. At

Plate 2. Long-tailed Shrike chicks at approximately 17 days old,
Ipoh, 2 August 2010.

Plate 3. Long-tailed Shrike chick three days after fledging, Ipoh,
10 August 2010.

Plate 4. Long-tailed Shrike chicks six days after fledging, Ipoh,
13 August 2010.

Plate 5. Long-tailed Shrike chicks 32 days after fledging, Ipoh, 9
September 2010.
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this stage the fledglings showed no sign of the adults’
frontal band; their forehead, breast and flanks were
brownish with darker scaly barring; the tail was
short and blackish with a light brown tip; the upper
bill was greyish-beige, the tip beige and the lower
bill beige with some grey; the legs were greyish and
the eyes light brown (Plates 3–6).

Over the next few days the chicks remained
mainly around the bamboo clump and the nest tree,
though by 15 August two of them had moved into
the more open grassland and scattered bushes. On
19 August all three were in the bamboo and
grassland, drying themselves while being harassed
by a pair of Pied Trillers Lalage nigra, a Black-
naped Oriole, a Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus
cinnamomeus and, as usual, a Lesser Coucal. The
adult shrikes chased these birds away but they kept
coming back, perhaps being more interested in a
dead Scaly-breasted Munia that the shrikes had
hung on a tiny bamboo branch.

On several occasions in this period I saw a
fledgling regurgitate a pellet and I took some of
these home for examination and measurement
(Plate 10). The pellets were oblong in shape and
measured 10 mm x14 mm. They contained bones
and feathers and, in one case, the residue of a small
lizard with the undigested lower part of the tail
and skin.

Plate 6. Long-tailed Shrike chick 43 days after fledging, Ipoh,
21 September 2010.

Plate 7. Adult Long-tailed Shrike holding a leg of a small bird,
Ipoh, 2 August 2010.

Plate 8. Adult Long-tailed Shrike with dead Scaly-breasted
Munia Lonchura punctulata stored in bamboo, Ipoh, Perak state,
Malaysia, August 2010

From 21 August, all three juveniles were seen
hunting independently for small insects although
they still also depended on the parents to bring
them food. Harris & Franklin (2000) reported that
juveniles feed themselves after 25 days and stay
with their parents for at least ten weeks. They
continued to roost in the nest tree until at least 21



September, 32 days after fledging, and the parents
then began to take them further afield, to the nearby
playground and football field.

On 14 October all five birds were present but
scattered around the fields. An adult White-throated
Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis tried to chase one
of the juveniles which was resting on a wire and
an adult shrike flew in to threaten the kingfisher.
Even though the juveniles could hunt, they still
depended on food from their parents. I last saw all
three juveniles together on 22 October, 75 days
after fledging. One juvenile was still with its parents
on 29 October, 82 days after fledging. By then it
looked quite similar to the adult, except that its
frontal band still had white patches in it. In adult
Long-tailed Shrikes the frontal band can be used
to identify the sexes: the frontal band of the female
is narrower, darker and neater while that of the
male is broader, lighter and untidy.

Hunting and prey items
During the period of observation, the shrikes were
seen to catch and kill several small bird species,
including Scaly-breasted Munia, Baya Weaver
Ploceus philippinus, Pacific Swallow Hirundo
tahitica (fledglings caught in flight on two
occasions), Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis and
Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris. They were
also seen to chase Brown-throated Sunbird
Anthreptes malacensis and Common Tailorbird
Orthotomus sutorius. As well as birds they also
caught lizards, frogs and many invertebrates,
including moths, grasshoppers, earthworms, black
ants, bees, crickets, termites, caterpillars,
centipedes and a spider. On one occasion the male
caught a lizard and offered it to his mate, who then
swallowed it whole. The shrikes hung some of
those prey items that they did not consume
immediately, particularly birds, on bamboo or on
Y-shaped branches (Plates 7 & 8).

In the case of one of the Pacific Swallows I saw
how the capture was executed: the adult shrike
(possibly the male) caught the swallow just as it
took flight from its perch on a wire. I felt that the
swallow’s flight at this point would be slower than
in normal flight, giving the shrike the best
opportunity to catch it.
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Plate 10. Pellet ejected by juvenile Long-tailed Shrike, Ipoh, Malaysia, September 2010.

Plate 9. Adult Long-tailed Shrike with Pacific Swallow, Ipoh,
Perak state, Malaysia, 9 August 2010.
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